The Return Home

I did not enter into the personal views which General Luden-
dorff thought fit to express in his evidence before the Examina-
tion Committee ; for I am of the opinion that the duty of the
Committee was simply to establish the real truth by an inquiry
into the facts,% It is open to the Committee to put to me any
questions they like concerning my activities in Washington,
and I will answer them frankly ; but I think that a quarrel
between witnesses about their own personal opinions would
have been an undignified spectacle, in which I distinctly refused
to participate. I gladly leave it to the reader of the present
voltusne to form his own ideas regarding my work in America.
In May, 1917, I left G.H.Q., feeling quite convinced that
for the moment there was no room for me in German diplomacy ;
for the only policy which I regarded as right, had no prospect
of being realized. After my return from America, I was placed
on half-pay. I was therefore at liberty to return home, how-
ever unwilling I may have felt, at that moment of great tribii-
lation for my country, to give myself up to a life of ease and
idleness. During my period of rest, a Reichstag resolution was
passed, and there was a change of Chancellors.
When Herr von Kiihlmann, who is a friend of mine, took
over the Foreign Office, he summoned me by telegram to Berlin,
and told me that the Imperial Chancellor, Michaelis, was going
to offer me the post of Ambassador in Constantinople. Some
years previously Herr von Kiihlmann and I had worked together
in London. We had been on very good terms, and since then
I had never lost touch with him. As he assured me very posi-
tively that he had taken over the Foreign Office in order to
conclude peace, I felt no qualms about returning once more
to diplomatic duties. I did not, however, conceal from Herr
von Kiihlmann, that I expected that there would be very strong-
opposition at G.H.Q. to my being employed again on Foreign
Service. The Secretary of State was of the opinion that we
might confidently leave this side of the question to the Imperial
Chancellor, who at that moment w^s on his honeymoon, and
was therefore admirably situated to carry things through, My
interview with Herr Michaelis only made me more eager than
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